
Standards Based Grading
Unit 5’s Journey



Let’s start at the very beginning

When Illinois was awarded the Race to the 
Top Grant in 2011, one of the requirements 
of school districts using the funds was to 
develop a Standards Based Reporting system.



Do our grades accurately represent what our 
students know and can do?

Student Homework Exam Project Classwork Grade

Sam 0/100 100/100 100/100 33/100 58%- F

Jill 75/100 45/100 60/100 53/100 58%- F

Bob 90/100 40/100 20/100 82/100 58%- F

Student Homework Exam Project Classwork Grade

John 95/100 50/100 90/100 88/100 81%- B-

Sally 22/100 98/100 33/100 95/100 62%- D-

Tony 90/100 95/100 85/100 80/100 88% B+



What do we want in “grades”?

We want to be able to provide students with feedback that is 
accurate and specific so that it can be used to enhance their 
learning.

We want grades that indicate what students know and can do.

We want students to know and understand that they are in control 
of their own learning.



New Standards

In the last few years, the following areas have rolled out new 
standards:

• Math/ELA- 2013/14
• Physical Education- 2015/16
• Science- 2016/17
• Social Studies- 2017/18
• Fine Arts- 2018/19



New methods of instruction

As a result of new standards, current research on student learning, and our 
rapidly changing society, we have significantly changed our methods of 
instruction. 

• Workshop method of teaching- focused on individual student needs and 
methods of learning

• Inquiry based learning- student learning through exploration and 
answering/posing questions

• Problem based learning- students solving problems to learn and apply 
knowledge



Transition to SBG

• SBG task force
• Established in the summer of 2014
• Participated in book studies
• Guiding force in developing the district plan

• Companion documents
• ELA and math documents that provide guidance for teachers as they assess students on the 

learning targets for their grade level

• Mini-trainings and group practice opportunities at Institutes and faculty meetings
• Pilots- Teachers piloting SBG in their classrooms



Grading Shifts

• Grades will reflect what students know and can do.  This will be reported as 
the product grade  All behavioral factors will be reported separately as a 
process grade.

• Grades will provide specific information about where students are currently 
in their learning.  They will not be an average of performance over time.

• Students will know exactly what they are being assessed on and how they 
can show what they know and can do.

• Students will continue to have opportunities to show that they have 
mastered a skill or content.  The learning does not stop after an assessment.



Important Note about Grading

Much of the grading will be authentic- meaning that teachers will assess 
students as they are engaged in activities and discussions.

This means that you will not see as many “graded” papers coming home.

You can monitor your child’s progress by checking Skyward regularly.  If you 
see areas for improvement, you can consult the companion document for 
details on what your child needs to be able to do to master a skill.



SBG Scale for Product Grades

1- Beginning- Even with support, the student struggles to complete the task or 
apply the skill.

2- Progressing- With support, the student is able to complete the task or apply 
the skill.

3- Proficient- The student is able to independently complete the task or apply 
the skill.

4- Exceptional- The student independently completes the task or applies the skill 
in a way that demonstrates a deeper, understanding of the concept. 
**Kindergarten will not have a 4 rating**



Reporting of Product Grades

• Grades will be formally reported to parents three times a year in 
elementary grades.  
• For each subject area, students will receive ratings in multiple 
concepts.  
• When viewing student grades on Skyward, parents can see ratings 
for every learning target that has been assessed.

• Grades will be ongoing from the first day of school to the last day of 
school.  They will not be re-set each trimester.  This allows us to see 
student growth over time.



SBG Scale for Process Grades

+ The student consistently and independently meets the 
expectations. 

/ The student is inconsistent in meeting the expectation, 
or needs reminders and support to meet the 
expectation.

- Even with reminders and support, the student is not 
meeting expectations.



Reporting of Process Grades

• When the formal report cards are shared with parents, students 
will have ratings in each subject for 2 areas- Positive Interactions 
with Adults and Peers & Positive Work Habits.

• Teachers will also have the option to add comments related to 
student behavior or effort.

Positive Interactions with Adults and Peers.  

Indicators:
·      Problem solves with peers
·      Class participation
·      Accepts personal responsibility
·      Cooperates with others 
 

Positive Work Habits

Indicators:
·      Works independently
·      Actively engages in class activities
·      Homework
·      Classwork
·      Sets goals
·      Stays on task 



Timeline for Elementary Grades

• 2016-17- All math grades will be reported in SBG, ongoing training, parent 
communication, development of companion documents for science and social 
studies, procedures for SBG in area classes will be defined, a district grading 
handbook will be shared with all stakeholders
• Some teachers may be piloting SBG in all content areas

• 2017-18- Full implementation of SBG in grades K-5



Our Promise To You…

• Our focus is on student learning.

• We are providing you with more specific information about your child’s 
learning than you had before SBG.

• Our students will have a clear picture of what is expected of them and how to 
reach mastery.

• We will continually improve our process to best meet the needs of our 
students, families, and teachers.
• To do this, we will use feedback from all members of our learning 
community.



Want more information?

• Information is posted on the Unit 5.org website, including:
• A grading handbook with information about SBG and our implementation
• Companion documents for Math and ELA
• A letter that was sent to local businesses regarding rewards for grades
• Additional information will continue to be posted

• To access:  Click on the Students & Parents tab along the top of 
the home page, then choose Standards Based Grading


